[Nosology and epidemiology of Horton's disease and polymyalgia rheumatica].
Giant cell arteritis is the most frequent of all vasculitides. Estimates of its incidence lies between 10 and 20 cases/100,000/year, and estimates of its prevalence in the population over 50 between 100 and 200/100,000/year. Giant cell arteritis affects primarily patients over 50, and the increased prevalence among women, partially reflects the sex distribution in this age group. The cause of the disease remains unknown, but a genetic predisposition (HLA-DR 4 group), has been clearly shown. Seasonal, and annual peaks of incidence have been shown in some studies, suggesting an infectious or environmental etiologic factor.